148 TORAH SERVICE

The following two passages are recited only on Shabbat.
A prayer for the congregation

May the blessings of heaven — kindness and compassion, long life,
ample sustenance, well-being, and healthy children devoted to
Torah — be granted to all members of this congregation. May the
Sovereign of the universe bless you, adding to your days and your
years. May you be spared all distress and disease. May our Protector
in heaven be your help at all times. And let us say: Amen.

A prayer for those who serve the community

May God who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, bless this entire congregation,
together with all holy congregations: Them, their sons and daughters,
their families, and. all that is theirs; along with those who unite
to establish synagogues for prayer, and those who enter them
to pray, and those who give funds for heat and light, and wine
for Kiddush and Havdalah, bread to the wayfarer and charity to
the poor; and all who devotedly involve themselves with the
needs of this community and the Land of Israel. May the Holy
One reward them, remove sickness from them, heal them, and
forgive their sins. May God bless them by making all their worthy

endeavors prosper, as well as those of the entire people Israel.
And let us say: Amen.

f A prayer for our country

Our God and God of our ancestors: We ask Your blessings for
our country — for its government, for its leaders and advisors,
and for all who exercise just and rightful authority. Teach them
insights from Your Torah, that they may administer all affairs
of state fairly, that peace and security, happiness and prosperity,
justice and freedom may forever abide in our midst.

Creator of all flesh, bless all the inhabitants of our country with
Your spirit. May citizens of all races and creeds forge a common
bond in true harmony, to banish hatred and bigotry, and to
safeguard the ideals and free institutions that are the pride and
glory of our country.

May this land, under Your providence, be an influence for good

throughout the world, uniting all people in peace and freedom -—

helping them to fulfill the vision of Your prophet: “Nation shall

not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they experience war
L any more.” And let us say: Amen.




