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CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL

160 Years of consecrated Service to God, Torah & Israel

A Congregation Affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
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A NIGHT OF STARS!

HAVDALAH & PLANETARIUM !I-IOW

Join us at 7:00 PM for a meanlngful
Havdalah service, snacks, and schmoozing .
and at 7:30 PM the Planetarium show
"Back to the Moon for Good".

!A'I'lll!DAY EVENING,
JANUARY 2 6,7:00 PM

Lourdes Appold Planetarium, 6832 Convent BIvd

Cost: Adults $10, Children (12 & under) $5
RSVP to Kim Brody at kbrody@cbitoledo.org or call the
office at 419.517.8400 by Jan. 20th.

OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL

P - CONGREGATION & GUESTS WITH RSVP

A Lucas County Sheriffs Officer will be on
site to provide security at the event

A NIGHT OF STARS! HAVDALAH &
PLANETARIUM SHOW
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NOTES FROM THE R ABBI

Tu biShvat Keeps on Growing

Tu biShvat, the Jewish New Year for Fruit Trees, is coming up soon, beginning on the evening of
Sunday, February 1, and continuing into the day of the 2nd. (CBI will be holding an early Tu biShvat
seder on Sunday, February 1 at 10:30 AM in connection with the holiday - please be sure to RSVP).
It often strikes us as odd that we celebrate the new year of the trees in the middle of winter when
trees seem to be the most dormant, but Tu biShvat has a long and varied history in Judaism, evolving
over many centuries, and when you consider its original purpose it makes some sort of sense.

First of all, the name of the holiday is just a date: the equivalent of calling a holiday “July 4th”. “Tu" is
the pronunciation of the Hebrew letters which stand for 15: * and Sh'vat is the name of the month
in which it falls. In Mishnah Rosh Hashanah, we are told that there are four Jewish New Years,
but the New Year for the Trees was a source of debate between the two major schools of Hillel
and Shammai. They both agreed that it is during the month of Sh'vat, but the School of Shammai
believed it was on the 1st day, while the School of Hillel, on the 15th. Usually we follow the School
of Hillel, and clearly, we do so here as well, otherwise we'd be calling this holiday “Ah biShvat” (aleph = 1)!

Why do we need a new year for trees at all? Well, in the ancient world, within the land of Israel, tithes had to be taken from fruits
for each year, and they had to have some date to determine which fruits fell into one year and which fell into another. So Tu
biShvat was more of an “April 15th” tax day than a “July 4th". It then makes some sort of sense that it should be at a time when
fruit isn't growing on most trees because that helps clarify which “tax year” each fruit falls into. As the Gemara explains, This
is the point where most of the year’s rains for the new crop have already fallen, but most of the growing season is yet to come.
Rashi further clarifies by sayingit is at this point that due to the rain, sap has begun to rise in the trees, leading to fruit production.

During the Roman period and beyond, with much of the Jewish population living outside of the historical land of Israel (and
thus tithing was not required for them), Tu biShvat (as well as the 1st of Elul, the New Year for tithing animals) increasingly
became something of a historical footnote on the calendar with little actual observance associated with it. It retained a vestige
of a ritual status in that fasting on Tu biShvat was forbidden, as well as giving eulogies - like other days that have sanctity or
joy associated with them. The 19th Century discovery of the Cairo Geniza repository of old and lost Jewish documents also
revealed that at least two piyyutim (liturgical poems) had been written Middle Ages for use on Tu biShvat, with sections to be
interjected into each of the 19 b'rakhot of the Weekday Amidah. So Tu biShvat's existence was at least acknowledged in some
communities, even if in a token way.

The real renaissance for Tu biShvat came with the advent of Lurianic Kabbalah in the 16th century, when the Kabbalists of Tzfat,
led by Isaac Luria ("the Ari”) innovated all sorts of new ideas into Judaism that were inspired by Kabbalistic mysticism, many of
which remain with us today. They created a Tu biShvat seder similar to the Pesach seder (and for Sephardim, similar to the Rosh
Hashanah seder, as well). The first publication of the Kabbalistic seder was in the early 18th century, as Pri Etz Hadar, though
its practice and origin go back further. In keeping with the Kabbalistic idea of four worlds, there were four cups of wine with
different combinations of white and red, as well as four categories of fruit: those with an inedible outside, those with an inedible
inside, those that are entirely edible, and then the supernal fruit which has no physical substance at all. The idea of a Tu biShvat
seder has endured, and many of them at least retain some element of the “four worlds” concept.

With the rise of the Zionist movement and the return to the land of Israel and its establishment as a state, the focus of Tu biShvat
changed again, stressing the Jewish connection to the land of Israel. It became something of a “Jewish Arbor Day” when Jews
around the world donated money to have trees planted in Israel. The seders tended to focus more on texts about the importance
of trees in our tradition and the specific fruits that are grown in the land of Israel to connect Jews everywhere with Israel.

In recent decades, Tu biShvat has undergone anather shift with increasing concerns about threats to the world’s environment,
and is now observed by many as a “Jewish Earth Day”, though retaining many of its past connections as well. Recent iterations
of Tu biShvat haggadot focus on the many traditional Jewish texts which teach that God gave us stewardship over nature and
the we have an obligation to protect trees and all of nature and not abuse them. “Tikkun olam”, like Tu biShvat , is a phrase that
has also evolved over the centuries. Its earliest known use in Aleinu is in reference to the improvement of the world through
acceptance of monotheism over idolatry, while the Kabbalists understood it in a mystical way to be releasing divine sparks in the
world to help unify God. Today, however, we tend to take “tikkun olam” far more literally in its meaning of “repairing the world”
- trying to slow down and repair the damage that humanity has done to nature through ecology, sustainability, and scientific
innovation - and Israel has been at the forefront of much of this innovation, tying together different aspects of Tu biShvat .

Tu biShvat is a great example of the Jewish ability to take a concept and instead of letting it go when it seemingly becomes
obsolete, redefining and recontextualizing it so that new generations are able to find new meanings in it which link us to the

continued on page 6



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Torah, Torah, Torah - Part1

4 \ I've turned my curiosity to Torah and its composition as we are blessed to possess 13 Scrolls.
¥ w However, only four are kosher (okay to read from), while 8 need repairs and 1 is a partial scroll
Y (_g ,: (unusable). Have all Torahs been created the same way? What makes a Scroll kosher? What repairs
e 4 do the eight Torahs need? Answering those questions will form my January and February columns
\dﬁ// with thanks in part to the Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C., which has over 1,600 scrolls

in their collection.

The Hebrew word "Torah" has a broad set of meanings. Literally, it means “teaching”. Its most
popular meaningrefers to the Hebrew Bible’s first five books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy. Torah also often applies simply to the sacred scrolls on which the Hebrew text
is written. You might think all scrolls would be more or less identical because they contain the same text, but there is a fair
amount of variation within narrow limits.

The skins used for a Torah parchment must come from a kosher land animal, such as a cow, goat, or deer. These kosher animals
possess split hooves and chew their cud, but they don't have to be slaughtered in a ritual manner. Hair is removed, skin is
stretched, then scraped and smoothed to create an even writing surface. The skin is treated with preservatives to allow it to
last and to give it a more aesthetically pleasing color as parchment. Not all parchment is the same, though, and this is one of
the first differences between Torah Scrolls.

In the ancient world, parchment was treated with vegetable tannins. The skin, made of two membranes, was used whole,
producing a thicker, more leather-like parchment, brownish in color. The Dead Sea Scrolls are written on this type of parchment,
known today in Hebrew as Gevil. Gevil parchment continues to be used in Jewish communities that originated in North Africa
and the Middle East.

A different parchment was created in the Middle Ages, by splitting off one of the skin's two membranes. Then it was treated
with lime to allow for a much finer writing surface. The Hebrew word for this parchment is known today as Klaf. Klaf was
initially controversial (change is hard), but has since been adopted by all European Jewish communities and their descendants
in the US and Israel.

Script is another area where Torah Scrolls differ. Every scribe (sofer in Hebrew) has their own handwriting. There are also script
styles unique to particular times and places. One can see differences when comparing a scroll written by a central European
Sofer to one from a North African, Spanish or Polish scribe. Scripts also change over time, so a central European Scroll from
1220 looks different from a 1920 central European Scroll.

Torahs also differ in decorative elements called "tagin", which are flourishes added to a certain number of Torah Scroll letters.
Most Torah Scrolls include them, but a small number, either very old or from specific communities, do not. Tagin can be
embellished to create elaborate designs, sometimes done to indicate a special word interpretation. The letters with the tagin
are veiled in the mysticism of Kabala. When combined, these special letters are supposed to form the divine names by which
heaven and earth were created, furnishing the key to the creative power and the revelation of future events. Far out. | hope
I've piqued your interest here. Part 2 comes next month.

Thanks to November bulletin volunteers: Jerry Russell, Jack Katz, Dena Zack, Bruce Post and Jan Kasle. Thanks also to Ann
Rosenberg for creating “Bring a Guest to CBI Shabbat” and having us dress in many colors, and Elliott Eisenberg for the “Coat
of Many Colors” Winter Coat Drive. Fran, Jan, Tom & Elaine Buehl, Mark Wexler, Janet Erickson, Kati Gale and Rabbi Marsh were
the December Connecting Kids volunteers. Fran, Nancy Goldberg, Judy Weinberg, Joyce Moran, Jon Shephard, and Rabbi Marsh
generously either helped assemble or deliver Hanukkah bags to JFS and our congregants in assisted living or nursing homes.
Finally, credit for our fabulous Hanukkah celebration goes to Miriam Beckerman and committee members Dena Zack, Sue
Richards, Jan Kasle, Fagie Benstein, and latke makers Joshua Leizerman and Sheila and Bruce Post.

As we've flipped into a new calendar year, can you resolve to volunteer at CBI? Thanks for considering it.

Tom Kasle, CBI President



CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

January Special Birthdays

A Hearty Mazal Tov & Happy
Birthday wishes to the following
congregants on the occasion of
their milestone birthdays!

Harry Nistel
Saundra Yaffe

January 12 98th Birthday
January 31 95th Birthday

Joanie Kripke  January 4
Josh Gold January 12
Jolene Yourist  January 20

Nina Timperley January 30

Special Birthdays & Anniversaries reflect the ‘0" or '5" year of
the birthday or anniversary.

Todah Rabah & Mazal Tov to...

TO OUR KIDDUSH LUNCH SPONSORS:

Trudy & Elliot Eisenberg December 6
In Honor of the Shabbat of Reconciliation

David Weinberg Fund Established at CBI

The David Weinberg Jewish Education Fund has been
established at Congregation B'nai Israel in memory of
beloved, and long-time member, David Weinberg. This fund
will be used to support Jewish education at our synagogue
and may be used to help subsidize programs such as Scholar
in Residence, Adult Education speakers, and visiting Rabbis.
Donations are being accepted via the CBI website,
cbitoledo.org as well as through the office.

The CBI office will be CLOSED

Thursday, January 1, 20256
Monday, January 19, 2025

New Years Day
MLK Day

Mazal Tov to...

= Grandparents Susan & Steve Kaufman, on the birth of
granddaughter, Cameron "Cami" Josie Kaufman. Proud
parents are Emily & Eli Kaufman, and big brother Brady.

Todah Rababh to...

CBI HANUKKAH CELEBRATION & DINNER
COORDINATORS & VOLUNTEERS:

Miriam Beckerman Fagie Benstein Jan Kasle
Joshua Leizerman Bruce Post Sheila Post
Sue Richards Dena Zack
ARE YOU RECEIVING CBI
NOTIFICATIONS?

CBI sends out email updates and important information
throughout the week. If you are not receiving emails from
CBI, please contact the office as soon as possible by calling
419.517.8400 or email Rhoda Miller at
rmiller@cbitoledo.org.

Find Exciting Jewish Programs on the
FJMC Website

The FIMC, formerly know as the Federation of Jewish Men's
Clubs, has rebranded. While the FJMC remains the Men’s Club,
our initials now refer to Friendship, Judaism, Mentorship and
Community. The FJMC mission remains to involve Jewish
Men in Jewish life. The FIMC is affiliated with the Women's
League, The USCJ and the Masorti Movement among many
other organizations. The FJMC provides Adult Education
opportunities online for members and hon-members. Go to
the website below for more information.
https://fmcorg/initiatives/affinity-groups-webinars/



CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

WCBI Rosh Chodesh
Kislev on December 10th

OnDecember 10th, over 30 women from CBland
our local Jewish community gathered to have
some "Peace, Love & Hanukkah" cheer at local
pottery store, Peace Love & Pottery in Sylvania,
and to celebrate Rosh Chodesh Kislev. Over
$500 was collected for the local organization
"Swaddlers" which provides clothing and other
basic essentials for infants and children.

Following a delicious lunch of various flavors of

latkes and sufganiyot, the women created their

own Hanukkah pottery keepsakes. They were
able to choose from a dreidel or Jewish star.

Those who attended, thoroughly enjoyed the

creative activity and atmosphere, the tasty

Hanukkah foods, and the fellowship with other
Jewish women in our community.

Mark your calendar for the next Rosh Chodesh
program on Wednesday, February 18th. Details
will be included in the CBI February bulletin.

atashat Hashavu al

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

’

Join us each Friday morning to discuss and learn
the weekly Torah portion with fellow CBI members
and friends
Friday Mornings in January
at 11 AM -12 PM, In-Person at CBI

unless otherwise notified

NO REGISTRATION NEEDED & A
KNOWLEDGE OF TORAH IS NOT REQUIRED

Let's all learn together!

THIS PROGRAM IS OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL
LOCAL CONGREGATIONS & GUESTS WITH RSVP

2025 Adult Ed Programs - Recap

In 2025, CBI members, friends, and guests enjoyed a wide

variety of interesting and educational programs over the

course of the year. Special thanks to Dale Levy, chair of Adult
Education "Nosh & Knowledge" programs.

In January, the book Uncomfortable Conversations with a Jew by
Emmanuel Acho and Noa Tishby was discussed. In February,
former JCRC director, Amichai Stout, presented a program
called "Defining Terms in the Context of the War in Gaza" In
March, Tim Hagen, from our own Toledo Jewish Federation,
presented an informative program called "Staying (more than)
a Step Ahead of Scammers". The Zoom "Jewish American
Series" with Dr. Joellyn Kollman of San Diego State University
was also presented. Adult Ed programs returned in September
with a book club event discussing the compelling book,
Operation Papercljp by Annie Jacobsen. In October, author Tedd
A. Long presented stories of Toledo's lost restaurants from
his book, Table for None: Lost Eateries of Toledo. In November,
Dale Levy hosted the fascinating interactive Torah discussion
titled, "The Image of God"

In 2026, we look forward to another year of incredible Adult
Ed programs. We hope you will attend!
See page 9 for this month’s program.



CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

Women of CBI Honor Roll 2025-2026 (as of December 16, 2025)

Special thanks to the women listed below who financially support the Women of CBI, allowing for innovative and
interesting programming throughout the year. Without their financial support, these programs would not be possible.

Anne Bauer Sharon Hoicowitz Karen Lieberman Nora Romanoff Anastazja Wajskol
Miriam Beckerman Norma Kalniz Kathryn Linver Ann Rosenberg Fran Weinblatt
Eva Bernblum Jan Kasle Diana Lipszyc Arlene Rubinoff Susan Wilson
Elaine Buehl Susan Kaufman Rhoda Miller Arlene Russell Caren Zaft

Nancy Danziger Charlotte Kominars Joyce Moran Sandy Soifer Sue Zanville
Harriet Davis Jill Kripke Debbie Perlmutter Cathy Sperling Kelly Zyndorf
Janet Erickson Gail Kwait Darlene Portney Sharon Stein

Ellen Federman Lois Levison Sue Richards Shirley Tochtermann

Nancy Goldberg Jan Lichterman Carol Richman Sandy Traugott

th
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CBI Library Books
to Read or Re-read

Many thanks to Tom Kasle for donating the following books to our CBI Library. They can be found on the“ New Additions’ shelf in
the Library Lounge. Please remember to sign out all books you borrow so we are able to track our collection.

Mystery Midrash: An Anthology of
Jewish Mystery & Detective Fiction
by Lawrence W. Raphael (Editor)

From a corporate giant's kidnapping
of a rabbi, to the disappearance of the
clarinetist in a klezmer band, to four
rabbis' use of their text interpretation
skills to help a detective solve a murder
that one of them has committed, this
unique collection of mysteries will enlighten you at the same
time it intrigues and entertains.

Thirteen authors supply a wide-ranging array of subject
matter in this book, though virtually all the stories show the
characters confronting the demands of their religion and its
culture in surprisingly varied ways.

Criminal Kabbalah: An intriguing
i Anthology of Jewish Mystery &

Cﬂmlnal Detective Fiction

Kab \STACIS by Lawrence W. Raphael (Editor)

&% Bpiguing Assnology All-new stories from twelve of today's

of Jewish Mystery &

ik oo masters of mystery and detective
fiction—sure to delight mystery buffs
of all faith traditions, and fans of the
award-winning, Mystery Midrash: An
Anthology of Jewish Mystery & Detective Fiction.

Lawrence W. Raphael is a rabbi and author as well as the Senior
Rabbi at Congregation Sherith Israel in San Francisco. He has
written articles about Jewish identity in detective fiction, and
lives in San Francisco, California.

If you are interested in borrowing items from the library, contact Cathy Sperling at (419) 841-1927 to
assist you in checking them out.

Tu biShvat Keeps on Growing continued from page 2

past while taking us forward into the Tu biShvat the world needs today.

We hope you will be able to join us for our CBI Tu biShvat Seder on Sunday, February 1, and/or for some breakfast fruit on Tu

biShvat itself after morning minyan on Monday, February 2.

Rabbi Aaron Marsh



EVENTS

New & Ongoing Adult Education Classes

All classes are in-person at CBI & on Zoom. Contact the office if you need the Zoom link and passcode.

¢ Gabbai Skills Class: Learn how to call people to the Torah, help honorees, correct Torah readers.
Mondays at 10:30 AM, January 5th, 12th

¢ Megillah Reading Class: We need extra help reading the Megillah this Purim - even if you only
read 3 verses; help us by learning how with this class.
Monday Evenings in January until Purim at 7:30 PM

¢ Intro to Judaism: The Basics of Judaism on a variety of topics. Suitable for conversion students,
non-Jewish family members, and those who missed out on the basics in one area or another (you
can attend specific sessions).

Wednesday Evenings in January & ongoing at 8:00-9:00 PM

¢ Judaism & Modernity: New Scientific/Technological Developments: What does Judaism have
to say about new developments such as Al, genetic engineering, etc. How do they help us? Create
challenges for us? Different topics each week.

Sundays in January & ongoing at 10:30-11:30 AM
This class will run on Sunday mornings when there is not a monthly Adult Education Series program

o Tefillah Talk - Musaf: Where did the prayers come from? What is their purpose? How do we
related to them? What is the "choreography"? Learn to sing them.
Monday Evenings in January & ongoing at 8:00-9:00 PM

e Basic Hebrew Reading: We will be learning a few letters/vowels each week and doing reading
exercises; when we've learned all the letters, we will re-announce this as "Intermediate Hebrew
Reading". The class is for those who know their letters and want to improve their ability.
Wednesday Evenings in January & ongoing at 7:40 PM

RSVP to the office by calling 419-517-8400 if you'd like to join. Open to the members of all local
congregations and guests with RSVP. Contact Rabbi Marsh with any questions at rabbi@cbitoledo.org.




EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE:

JOIN US AS WE HONOR THE JEWISR NEW YEAR FOR THE TREES!

[U BISHVAT

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026 AT 10:30 AM AT (BI

ENJOY AN EXCITING, INTERGENERATIONAL TU BISKVAT SEDER FILLED WITH
INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES, HOLIDAY SNACKS, AND A SWEET CELEBRATION OF NATURE AND RENEWAL

=

COST IS FREE, BUT VOLUNTARY DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED

RSVPS ARE REQUIRED. CONTACT THE CBI OFFICE AT 419-317-8400
OR EMAIL KBRODY@ CBITOLEDO.ORG BY MONDAY, JANUARY 26TH

OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL CONGREGATIONS & GUESTS WITH RSVP

8



EVENTS

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
& Dairy Dinner

Friday, January 9, 2026, 6:00 PM at CBI

Join us as we usher in Shabbat with Ma-ariv services
in the sanctuary, candle lighting, the singing of festive
Z'mirot, and a delicious Italian inspired dairy dinner.

Cost: Adults: $18
Children under 13 & CBI RS Students: FREE

SERVICE & DINNER ARE OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL
LOCAL CONGREGATIONS & GUESTS WITH RSVP

Reservations required. Email kbrody@cbitoledo.org or call
the office at 419.517.8400 by Friday, January 5th.

Shabbat Shira at CBI: Parshat Beshalach
"Miriam, the prophetess, led the women in
song and dance..."

Saturday, January 31, 2026
beginning at 9:30 AM

Joinus on Shabbat, January 31st as we read Parshat Beshalach.

We invite all of our female congregants to honor and remember

biblical Miriam. Just as she danced and sang by the shores of

the sea as described in this parasha, we will dance and sing as
we join the Torah procession throughout the synagogue.

RSV/P to Kim Brody at kbrody@cbitoledo.org.

THIS PROGRAM IS OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL
CONGREGATIONS & GUESTS WITH RSVP

If you are not a member of CBI and would like to attend, please
contact the office before 2 pm, Friday, Jan. 30th.

Nosh & Knowledge: GBI Adult Education

"Shomrei HaAretz:
Guardians of the Land" _

with speaker, Rabbi Nina Cardin, M

<
Director of Jewish Life, JCC of MREr AN
Greater Baltimore

Sunday, January 25, 2026 10:30 AM
in-person at CBI

"Shomrei HaAretz" is more than discussing and managing

climate change. Itis adiverse approach to the Jewish obligation

of Tikkun Olam and our role as guardians of the earth. One of

the key tenants she discusses is the concept of Yishuv Ha'olam,

preserving a habitable world. She also discusses the ethic of

enoughness; it is no surprise that biblical laws of shmittah are
the example she expounds upon.

For over two decades Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin has been a
major leader in the Jewish Environmental movement. Her
new book, To Forever Inhabit This Earth, is a capstone on her
visionary focus on seeing the issues of climate change and
sustainability through a uniquely Jewish lens.

The Rabbi will attend by Zoom with in-person attendees on
Zoom at CBI. Links so people can view it from home will be
provided on request and given out a few days prior to the event.

THIS PROGRAM IS OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL
CONGREGATIONS WITH RSVP

RSVP to Kim Brody at kbrody@cbitoledo.org by January 22nd

SAVE THE DATE:

Game Day Extravaganza at CBI

Join us for an afternoon of fun and friendly
competition.

Sunday Afternoon, February 15, 2026
1:00 - 4:00 PM at CBI

OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL CONGREGATIONS &
GUESTS WITH RSVYP

Cost is FREE, but voluntary donations are greatly appreciated.
Reservations required. RSVP to the office at 419-517-8400 or
kbrody@cbitoledo.org by Feb. 9th.



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Volunteer to Help
Hungry Children in Toledo

N .
Connecting

Thursday, January 8, 2026

10:00 AM-12:00 PM

at the Cherry Street Mission Building
1501 Monroe Street

We are in need of 8-12 volunteers.
The volunteers will be putting together packages of food
for children that live in the Toledo area.

RSVP to Fran Weinblatt at programming@cbitoledo.org by Jan. 7th

The David S. Stone
Religious School continues at
NO COST to Families

We are happy to continue offering a tuition-free
religious education to all students of the
David S. Stone Religious School

This is made possible through the generosity of an anonymous

donor who has established a fund at the Toledo Jewish

Community Foundation to pay for tuition to Congregation B'nai
Israel and Congregation Etz Chayim students.

GG O LANLE 2D
A Very Special "Todah Rabah" to our
ANONYMOUS DONOR

For their generous contribution to CBl which covers the
cost of tuition for all Congregation B'nai Israel
David S. Stone Religious School students.

C < oY e o9

CHESED MEALS

If you are aware of a congregant who is ill and in need of short

term meal assistance, please contact Miriam Beckerman by

email at mesb@bex.net. Please, do NOT submit names to

the CBI office staff. The assistance provided the congregant

in need is short term. There is absolutely no cost to the
congregant receiving the meals.

10

Notes from our Principal

| hope everyone had a festive Chanukah and wonderful
Winter Break! Our students have been participating in a
learning service on Sunday mornings with Rabbi Marsh. If
you are able, please join us for Sunday services to share this
experience with our students.

Religious School students have also been participating in
our monthly Kabbalat Shabbat services. Our next one is
on Friday, January Sth. A delicious, ltalian-inspired dairy
dinner will be served following a short Kabbalat Shabbat
service. We hope to see everyone there to support our
student’s progress and to feel comfortable participating in
our services.

We assembled Chanukah bags with Chanukah goodies to
deliver to our congregants in assisted living and nursing
homes, as well as for JFS families. Our students made
festive Chanukah cards to send to send to those in our
Jewish community to let them know that we are thinking
of them. They enjoy doing this every year to add a personal
touch to the Chanukah bags.

Kim Brody, Principal, David S. Stone Religious School

David S. Stone Religious School
January 2026 Calendar

Sun. 1/4 NO Religious School - Winter Break

Wed. 1/7 4:15-5:45 PM Hebrew School

Fri. 1/9 6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service & Dinner
Sun. 1/11 9:30-11:30 AM - Religious School

Wed. 1/14  4:15-5:45 PM - Hebrew School

Sun. 1/18 NoRS - MLK Weekend

Wed. 1/21  4:15-5:45 PM - Hebrew School

Sun. 1/25 9:30-11:30 AM - Religious School

Wed. 1/28  4:15-5:45 PM - Hebrew School

SNOW BIRDS......

Let us know when you will be returning to the Toledo area
so that we can ensure you receive your bulletins without
interruption. Please call the office at 419.517.8400.

WE NEED YOUR PHONE NUMBER...

If you have disconnected your home land line please call the
office with your current cell phone number. Thank you!



CONTRIBUTIONS

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS:

*  denotes B'nai Mitzvah $13

**  denotes Chai $18

*** denotes Silver $25

**** danotes Double Chai $36
Gold Contribution $50
Platinum Contribution $100

Platinum Chai Contribution $180
Double Platinum Contribution ~ $200
Sapphire Contribution $250
Dbl Platinum Chai Contribution  $360
Ruby Contribution $500
Emerald Contribution $750
Diamond Contribution $1000+

All contributions listed
were made on or before
December 15, 2025

Building Beautification Fund

IN MEMORY OF:
- BNAIMITZVAH -
David Weinberg ~ Richard Schroeder
- DOUBLE CHAI -
David Weinberg ~ Iynnette & Andrew Sattler
YAHRZEIT:
- B'NATMITZVAH -
David Schroeder ~ Richard Schroeder
-GOLD -
Martha Swolsky ~ Sarna & Michael Dorf
Camp Ramah Fund
IN MEMORY OF:
- B'NATMITZVAH -
Bonnie Ross Kathryn Linver
YAHRZEIT:
- DOUBLE CHAI -
Viola Lewis Kathryn Linver
Harry Gometz Fund
YAHRZEIT:
-GOLD -
Anne Davis Harriet Davis
- PLATINUM -
Manuel Shavin Rona & Paul Rothschild
Harris/Williams Fund
IN HONOR OF:
- CHAI-
Shirley Kohler, Special Birthday
Debbie & David Perlmutter
IN MEMORY OF:
- CHAI-
David Weinberg
Bonnie Ross Debbie & David Perlmutter

Harris/Williams Fund (cont.)
YAHRZEIT:

- CHAI -
Sheldon Singal
Norman Rubinoff
Manny Brassloff
Rose Williams
Meyer Teitlebaum
Fishel Perlmutter
Harry Lepold
- SILVER -
Anna Fingerhut

- PLATINUM CHAI -
Alfred Harris, Beloved Father
Leona Harris, Beloved Mother

Debbie & David Perlmutter

Linda Shyavitz

Sheldon Harris
Hiddur/Kiddush Fund
IN HONOR OF:
- PLATINUM -
Tillie & Adolf Sattler, 115th Wedding Anniversary
Iynnette & Andy Sattler
IN APPRECIATION OF:
- DOUBLE PLATINUM CHAI -
Ann & Howard Rosenberg
Curtis Mae Jones
YAHRZEIT:
- BNATMITZVAH -
Isadore Cousin Fran & Chuck Weinblatt
- PLATINUM -
Jack Richman Carol & Bill Richman
Cal & Art Katz Sanctuary Fund
IN HONOR OF:
-GOLD -
Eli & Emily Kaufman's Baby Daughter Cameron
Darlene & Michael Portnoy
YAHRZEIT:
- SILVER -
Cal Katz Susan & Steve Kaufman
Sherwin & Naomi Kripke Fund
IN MEMORY OF:
- CHAI-
Jerome Levison Roanne & Lannie Katzman
YAHRZEIT:
- SILVER -
Sherwin Kripke Stacey & Harley Kripke
-GOLD -
Edith Levy
Sherwin Kripke Joanie Kripke
Library Fund
YAHRZEIT:
- BNATMITZVAH -
Melvin Albert, Beloved Father
Larry Albert
- CHAI -
Sidney Kezur Esther Kezur
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Marian & Stanley Oberlin Fund

YAHRZEIT:
- PLATINUM -
Lorrie Daube Jeff Daube & Dani, Sergio,

Ryan & Andi

Michael & Renee Quiroga Fund
YAHRZEIT:
- BNAIMITZVAH -

Minnie Ginsburg ~ Louise Schuster & Family

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
IN MEMORY OF:
- PLATINUM -

David Weinberg Bruce, Sheila, & Brynna Post

YAHRZEIT:
- CHAI-
Marjory Rusgo
- DOUBLE CHAI -
Frances Penkower

Rene & Rich Rusgo

Sheila, Bruce, Jordan &
Brynna Post

Religious School Fund

IN MEMORY OF:
- B'NAI MITZVAH -
David Weinberg
-GOLD -
Bonnie Ross

Roanne & Lannie Katzman

Corey Russell
YAHRZEIT:
-SILVER -

Sadie Russell, Beloved Grandmother
Corey Russell

Safety & Security Fund

SPEEDY RECOVERY:
- DOUBLE CHAI -
Karen McQuade, Speedy Recovery
Jan & Tom Kasle
IN APPRECIATION OF:
- DOUBLE PLATINUM -
In Appreciation of CBI
Curtis Mae Jones
YAHRZEIT:
- SILVER -

Helen Cohen Sandy & Chuck Traugott

Sam Schwartz Minyan Fund

IN MEMORY OF:
- B'NAI MITZVAH -
David Weinberg

- DOUBLE CHAI -
David Weinberg

Fran & Chuck Weinblatt

Cantor Jamie Gloth &
Bina Carr

-GOLD -

David Weinberg

- PLATINUM -
David Weinberg

Paul Causman

Neil Holman & Sue Davis

continued on page 12



CONTRIBUTIONS

Sam Schwartz Minyan Fund (cont.)

IN MEMORY OF:
- PLATINUM CHAI -
David Weinberg ~ Rabbi Mark &
Deborah Goldfarb

Summer Youth & Activities Fund

IN MEMORY OF:
- CHAI -
Marvin Odesky Roanne & Lannie Katzman

YAHRZFEIT:

- CHAI -
Leah Gersz Judy Gersz

Tribute Fund

IN HONOR OF:

- B'NAI MITZVAH -

Paul Goldner, Special Birthday
Diana & Jack Lipszye, Grandson Benjamin, Bar
Mitzvah Anne & Jeff Bauer
- SILVER -
Cantor Lichterman Retirement
The Kohler Family
Carol & Bill Richman, Special Anniversary
Pam & Peter Dewitz
=-GOLD -
Paul Goldner, Special Birthday
Donna & Mel Rukin
IN APPRECIATION OF:
- B'NAI MITZVAH -
Janet Erickson, In Appreciation, Happy
Hanukkah, and Thanks
Carol & Bill Richman

Tribute Fund (cont.)

IN MEMORY OF:
- B'NAIMITZVAH -
David Schroeder =~ Mark Friedman
- CHAI-
Bonnie Ross Shirley Tochtermann
- SILVER -
Bonnie Ross Marlene Russell
David Weinberg ~ Shirley Kohler & Family
- DOUBLE CHAI -
Bonnie Ross Sue Kale
-GOLD -
David Weinberg Howard Friedman &

Faye Menczer
YAHRZEIT:
- BNAIMITZVAH -
Lillian Buff
Jeanette Wiegler ~ Mark Friedman
- CHAI -
Judy Erd Ron, Steve, & Bobbi Erd
Israel E. Garber
Jay Shuer Luann & Bill Garber
- DOUBLE CHAI -
Sam Gisser, Beloved Grandfather
The Mallin Family

-GOLD -
Elias Wajskol Asia Wajskol

David Weinberg Education Fund
IN MEMORY OF:
- BNAIMITZVAH -

David Weinberg ~ Mark Friedman

David Weinberg Education Fund (cont.)

IN MEMORY OF:
- CHAI-
David Weinberg ~ Selma Master
- SILVER -
David Weinberg Susan & Alan Flaschner
Diana & Jack Lipszyc
- DOUBLE CHAI -
David Weinberg Nancy & Nate Danzinger
Linda & Alex Orbach
Sarah Taub & Ross Chaban
-GOLD -
David Weinberg Cheryl & Larry Goldberg
- PLATINUM -
David Weinberg ~ Judy & Bob Koor
Darlene & Michael Portnoy
Sandra & Don Armstrong
- SAPPHIRE -
David Weinberg ~ Michael Nutkiewicz &
Joan Weissman
- DIAMOND -
David Weinberg ~ Dale & Rene Levy
Linda & Howard Moskowitz
YAHRZFIT:
- CHAI-
Sarah Lacker
Charles Lacker
Rita Hoffman

Chuck Tepperman Jan & Ivor Lichterman

- PLATINUM -

Joe Rosenberg Linda & Howard Moskowitz

I would like to make the following donation to Congregation B'nai Israel:

|:| In Honor of

of:

|:| In Memory of

|:| In Appreciation

|:| Speedy Recovery

|:| Yahrzeit

Contribution Amount:

Please select a fund to which you would like to direct your contribution:

___ Building Beautification - Marilyn Devenow

___ Camp Ramah - Yale B. Roberts
___ Harris/Williams

___ Harry Gometz

___ Hiddur/Kiddush

___ Cal & Art Katz Sanctuary

___ Sherwin & Naomi Kripke Israel Program

__ Library

__ Lily E. Baron

___ Marian & Stanley Oberlin
__ Michael & Renee Quiroga
___ Rabbi's Discretionary

___ Religious School

___ Bobbi & Amy Rosenbloom

___ Safety & Security

___ Samuel Schwartz Minyan

___ Abe & Dorothy Steinberg SKIP
— Summer Youth & Activities

___ Tribute

___ Wasserstrom Chapel Furnishings
___ David Weinberg Jewish Education

Mail To: Made By:
Address: Address:
City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip:
Payment Method:

Checks may be made
payable to Congregation
B'nai Israel.

*Card Number:

Exp:

3 Digit Sec.:

*A 3% processing fee will be added to credit card transactions.

Please mail to: Congregation B'nai Israel, 6525 Sylvania, OH 43560 or contribute online at cbitoledo.org
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JANUARY YAHRZEITS

Jan. 1: 12 Tevet
Yvette Levin
Martin I. Krauss
Harry Rubins
Viola Lewis
Harry Stupsker
David Reinwald
llya Kapelyush
Robert Siegel
Ben Aronoff
Arthur G. Mintz

Jan. 2: 13 Tevet
Ned Joel Sack
Mervin L. Goldstein
Gertrude Goldman
Frances Gometz

Jan. 3: 14 Tevet
Rita Malkin

Aaron Willinger
Irving Sack
Abraham Leibovitz
Herman Fishbein
Ben Trattner

Jan. 4: 15 Tevet
Carl Shiff

Ann Lib Kozel
Morton Zaft
Sarah Phillips

Jan. 5: 16 Tevet
Miriam Leizerman
Calvin Katz

Rudy Ertis

William Jacob Raeder

Jan. 6: 17 Tevet
Isidor Wiegler
Ruth Yuro

Henry Lipson
Klaus Hess

Cody Leslie Morse
Mark Rosen

Jan. 7: 18 Tevet

Ida Stein

Frances Rosenblum
Charles Alan Swolsky
Anita Beckerman
Bert Fox

Jan. 8: 19 Tevet

Rabbi Morton Goldberg
Jessie Meisel

Shirley Sanders

Helen Laks

Jan. 9: 20 Tevet
Irving Alloy

Alex Zimbler
Bluma Goldberg
Sylbert Friedman
Fannie Teitlebaum
Cyrus Jaffee
Arthur Friedman
Herman Bookman
Honey Feingold
Elizabeth Robbins

Jan. 10: 21 Tevet
Zelda Lasky

Jill Green

Shirley Sattler
Dorothy Schroeder
Kayla Salzberg
Elaine Millman
Rose Cohen

Jan. 11: 22 Tevet
Gerald Stark
Jacob Schuller
Joseph Federman
Belle R. Epstein
Estelle Freimer

Jan. 12: 23 Tevet
Betty Davis

Jerry Baron
Deborah Goodman
Sylvia Zyndorf
Rose Katzman

Jan. 13: 24 Tevet
Lillian Sussman

David Greenbaum
Albert Kaminsky
Sadie Russell

Marcy Chaban
Benjamin M. Green
Michael Schwartzberg
Syma Fraidenraich
Abraham Russell

Jan. 14: 25 Tevet
Israel Rosenblum

Ray Malkin

Moses Dorf

Jeannette Bauer
Nicholas Goldhammer
Esther Young

Harry Goldman

Dr. Samuel Korman
Marvin Hochberg

Jan. 15: 26 Tevet
Anna Litwin

Alex Hoffman
Joseph Bloom
Charlotte Rappaport

Jan. 16: 27 Tevet
Norman Shoffer

Dora Chester

Sylvia T. Fink

Leona Harris

Jennie Segall

Sam Burke

Leah Ginsberg Epstein
Burton Kalniz

Lorrie Daube

Jan. 17: 28 Tevet
Shirley Drube

Jen Newmark Meiland
Nathaniel T. Boss
Anna Schreibman

Jan. 18: 29 Tevet
Ralph Katz

Taube Greenblatt
Joseph Perlmutter
Mamie Yuro
Welcha Elsa Nistel
Rufus Rosenbloom

Jan. 19: 1 Shevat
Florence Schwartz
Abraham Cohen
Robert Damrauer
Sol Oster
Nicholas Rubin
Abraham Palman
David Grossman

YOU HAVE SUPPORTED

Jan. 20: 2 Shevat
Herman Rappoport
Joseph Fingerhut
Libbie Baron
Samuel Alloy
Barbara Straus
Howard Rosenbaum
Ida Rubin

Jan. 21: 3 Shevat
Isaac Mizrachi
Ethel Grossman
Howard Gerbie
Anna Krawetz

Jan. 22: 4 Shevat
Jasha Glasser
Lester Rosen
Dorothy Mindel
Ann A. Waldman
Barbara Edellstein
Gertrude Reinwald
Alfred Harris
Melvin Albert
Aron Kaplan

Jan. 23: 5 Shevat
Ben Harris

Rina Gudelman
Morris Baker
Bernard Newman

Jan. 24: 6 Shevat
Yuriy Zaurov
Sara Volkin

Leo Goldner
Edith Friedman
Eva Goldman

Jan. 25: 7 Shevat
Irwin Dorf

Louis Fingerhut
Evelyn Teman
Ruth Kay

Jan. 26: 8 Shevat
Selma Bergher
Jacob Cooperman
Louis L. Lipszyc

CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL

DURING YOUR LIFETIME.

PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING
A LASTING GIFT IN YOUR WILL AND OTHER

ESTATE PLANNING.
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Jan. 27: 9 Shevat
Charles Gutowitz
Samuel Schuster
Charles Liber

Harry Katz

Willard Bud Bentley

Jan. 28: 10 Shevat
Isabel Korman
Rose Silverstone
Helen Boslov
Sheldon Lubow

Dec. 29: 11 Shevat
Fredda Barnes

Lois Steinberg
Abram Rotshtein

Jan. 30: 12 Shevat
Robert Schroeder
Sharon Perry

June Fruchtman
Barbara Kale

Arthur Katz

Joseph Tannenbaum
Jacob Friedes

Lisa Lewandowski

Jan. 31: 13 Shevat
Melvin Fogel

Sol Mendelson
Harry Bustow
Hyman Duchon



CBI ZOOM & LIVE STREAM ACCESS

CBI Weekly Services Schedule

Mon. & Thurs. Morning Minyan
8:00 AM - In Person/Zoom

Monday ~ Thursday Evening Minyan &
Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat 5:45 PM

Saturday Morning Shabbat
9:30 AM - In Person/Live Stream
Shabbat Mincha 12:30 PM - In-Person/Live Steam

*Sunday Morning Minyan 9:30 AM - In Person/Zoom
*when religious schoool is in session

The link and passcode for weekday Zoom services is included in
the Wednesday Update email sent to all CBI members.

If you need the information resent to you, email
gmallin@cbitoledo.org with your request.

Process for Funeral Arrangements and
Other Life Cycle Events

If a death occurs and you need to make funeral arrangements,
your first call should be to the funeral director to begin making
arrangements. The funeral home will contact the CBI staff to
make the necessary arrangements, including notifying the
rabbi. The rabbi will then contact you to set up a meeting to
gather information and plan the funeral so that he can officiate.

Please bear in mind the Rabbi does not have his phone on him
during Shabbat and Yom Tov, but he will respond as soon as he is
able after Shabbat or Yom Tov ends.

To schedule and plan other life cycle events, you should call the

synagogue office at 419-517-8400 during office hours (M-F,

9-3). Staff members can give you the Rabbi's number or will
give the Rabbi your information and he will return your call.

PLEASE LET US KNOW

If you or someone you know is ill, or in the hospital and would

appreciate a phone call from the Rabbi, please call the office at

£419.517.8400. Due to HIPAA privacy regulations, hospitals do
not notify clergy if a member is admitted.

YAHRZEIT NOTICES...

If you are not receiving a yahrzeit notice for a friend or relative
and would like one sent annually, please call the office at
£419-517-8400. We will need the English date of death.
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STREAMING

How to access
CBI Live Stream Services

On your Computer, Tablet or Cell Phone:

= Go to the CBI website, cbitoledo.org.
= At the top of the home page click on "Live Stream".

= When the page opens, you will be connected to the CBI live
stream service.

On your Television:

You can also access the live stream services through your
television if you have a "smart” TV, Roku or streaming stick
which gives you access to YouTube.

= Click on the YouTube icon on your TV.

= When YouTube opens, search for "Congregation B'nai Israel
- Sylvania, Ohio".

= Be sure to click on the listing that has the photo with Jewish
star (see photo above).

= We recommend that you "subscribe" to the channel so you
can easily locate the live stream for future services. We also
highly recommend connecting to the live stream services on
your TV as it is the most immersive and closest experience,
short of being in the synagogue.

Qzoom

How to access CBI Zoom
Programs & Services

» Check your email for the Zoom link and password for CBI
Zoom services.
= Click on the link in the body of the email.

« If you have never used Zoom, you will be prompted to
follow steps to download it on your computer.

» After that is successful, click on the link provided in the
email, type in the provided password and you will be
connected to the Zoom service.

A link and passcode will be emailed to congregants.
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CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Mazal Tov & I'Chaim! BULLETIN PAID

6525 Sylvania Ave
Sylvania OH 43560

Please let the
office know if you
have a simcha or
special news that
you would like to
share with our
congregation.

We will happily post details and
photos in the CBI Bulletin, if space
allows.

Deadline is the 15th of the previous
month. Please call the office at
419-517-8400.

CBI Office Hours

Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Saturdays CLOSED

*Sundays 9:30 AM - 11:30 PM
*when Religious School classes are held
in the building (see the monthly calendar)

Sylvania, OH
Permit No. 42

Address Service Requested

gsk.,

CONGREGATION
B NAI I[SRAEL

6525 SYLVANIA AVE,, SYLVANIA, OHI10 43560
4195178400 - CBITOLEDO.ORG

STAFF

Aaron Marsh, Rabbi rabbi@cbitoledo.org

Ivor Lichterman, Hazzan Emeritus  ilichterman@cbitoledo.org
Gabrielle Mallin, Administrator ~ gmallin@cbitoledo.org

Kim Brody, Education & Program Coordinator
kbrody(@cbitoledo.org

Rhoda Miller, Membership Coord.  rmiller@cbitoledo.org
Karen McQuade, Kitchen Supervisor

Stacy Oswald, Kitchen Assistant

David Jeffries, Building Maintenance

PAST PRESIDENT
Mike Tamor

HONORARY BOARD TRUSTEES
Phyllis Diamond Chuck Traugott

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE/OFFICERS
Tom Kasle, President president@cbitoledo.org

Paul Causman, VP of Administration, Education & Youth Activities
adminvp@cbitoledo.org

Miriam Beckerman, VP of Ritual Affairs
ritual@cbitoledo.org

youth@cbitoledo.org
secretary@cbitoledo.org
cbitreasurer@cbitoledo.org

Josh Sherman, \/P of Activities
Howard Moskowitz, Secretary
Joshua Leizerman, Treasurer

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Hope Davis

Elliot Eisenberg

Angela Katz

Christina Katz

Dale Levy

Mike Mallin

Fran Weinblatt

Jim Wilson

Dena Zack

cbimembership@cbitoledo.org

adulted@cbitoledo.org
building@cbitoledo.org
programming@cbitoledo.org

CONGREGANT COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Jeff Bauer, Security Chair security@cbitoledo.org
Mike Tamor, Constitution Chair




